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to blows ? These are questions of which we Japanese ought
to have a clear understanding.
British traditional policy.
Those who have read Chapter II will have been
astonished at the way in which England, who, in order to
check the advance of Russia, had gone so far as to make an
alliance with Japan, suddenly and completely altered her
attitude after the Russo-Japanese War. One reason for this
sudden change is to be found in her relations with America,
as explained in Chapter I, section 2. But the Japanese
people ought to realize that there was yet another. It was
that England was becoming afraid of the progress of the
country that had overthrown Russia, and altered her policy
to one calculated to check it. This will not be fully appre-
ciated without some account of her traditional policy.
England, by defeating her competitors on the sea one
after the other, gained the mastery of the world and brought
vast tracts of it under her sway. To retain these in peace
and safety it has been essential for her to prevent the rise
of more than one other Power at the same time. This
necessity has been the basis of her traditional policy on the
Continent of Europe, and was the reason why she en-
deavoured to nip in the bud Germany's challenge to her
supremacy. Her policy in Asia has been precisely the same,
and Japan has the honour (?) of receiving her attentions
in this respect. England knew what she was doing when
she made the Anglo-Japanese Alliance. She had already
devised a means of keeping Japanese expansion within
definite limits. This is clear enough from the so-called
'Bertie Memorandum*, which was published officially after
the Great War.
'Bertie9 is Lord Bertie of Thame, who, at the time of the
making of the Alliance, was Assistant Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs, and who, as Sir Francis Bertie, was British
Ambassador in Paris during the Great War. The memo-
randum was dated March n, 1901, three years before the
outbreak of the Russo-Japanese War. Russia, in combination
with France and Germany, had constrained Japan to with-
draw from Port Arthur, which she had captured from China
some six years before, and had subsequently occupied that
place and the whole of the Liao-tung Peninsula herself.